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1 

2 MOTION NO. 6018 

3 

4 

5 

6 

A MOTION relating to surface water 
management, endorsing the county exec ive's 
recommendation for a surface water rna nt 
utility and providing further direction 
the county executive in implementi the 
utility proposal. 

7 " WHEREAS. the King County council has adopted Ordinance 22 

8 Uin January 1975 and established surface water mana nt policies 

9 II for unincorporated King County, and 

10 II WHEREAS, King County's ability to tmplsms these policies is 

11 II limited to ad hoc activities and is on a case by case basis, 

12 WHEREAS, King County has had under cans ration numerous 

13 II proposals to establish a stable source of revenues to finance t 

14 II implementation of these policies over the pa ten years, and 

15 II WHEREAS, based on this previous work t King County council 

16 II concluded in late 1982 that consideration of a service charge and 

17 II surface water utility proposal warranted a detailed study, and 

18 II WHEREAS. the council adopted Motion 5382 in January 1982 

19 II authorizing the director of public works to "ta actions 

20 II necessary to conduct a study related to the formation of a 

21 surface water utility", and concluded: 1) "there is a need r 

22 II finding a stable means of financing the growing needs for surface 

23 II water management in King County and for establishing management 

24 II controls to assure that services are pr cvLded as efficiently and 

25 Ueffectively as possible" and 2) "preliminary st ies indicate a 

26 II surface water utility may be the most practical and feasible 

27 means of providing for the comprehensive manageme and 

28 II administration of stormwater and erosion control", and 

D n WHEREAS, the executive submitted his recommendation on the 

JO II utility proposal in August 1983 suggesting a utility start in 

31 1986 with two years of pre-implementation activities in 1984 and 

32 1985, and 

33 
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1 II WHEREAS, the council adopted s recommendation for a 1964
 

2 II pre-implementation budget with the followi understandings 1)
 

} II the council would review his recommend ions in ea y 1984, 2)
 

4 II the council would provide direction on impleme at ion of the
 

II utility proposal and 3) that a substantial portion of work 

6 II undertaken in 1984 could be used to develop a program with a 

7 II ed focus if the utility and service charge concept were not 

8 II undertaken, and 

9 II WHEREAS, the council has carefully reviewed t executive I s 

II proposal and concludes the surface water utility and serv~ce 

11 II change proposal should be implemented; 

12 II NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by t Council of King County: 

1~ II The general conclusions and direction ide ified in the 

14 II Executive's Surface water Management utility StUdy, nsl Report, 

August 1983 to provide a stable means of financing the county's 

16 surface water management problems are accepted. 

17 II BE IT FURTHER MOVED, 

18 II The executive recommendation of ~January 1986 is ace t as 

19 II the target start-up date for the utility. 

II BE IT FURTHER MOVED, 

21 II The King County council having given careful review to t 

22 II executive recommendation directs the utility be developed wi 

2' II the following guidelines: 

24 II A. The service area shall be as shown in Att ac nt A. 

B. The service charge shall be included on the annual county 

26 property tax statement. 

27 C. The service charge rate structure shall be sed on an 

28 II estimate of impervious surface as described in Chapter 4 of t 

29 IFinal Report. Residential properties shall be charged a flat 

rate. Non-residential properties shall be charg a rate per 

}1 II acre based on the estimated impervious surface area of tvoical 

32 II properties in each land use class. An appeal process shall be 

33 
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I II developed to allow for review a adjustment of rates t t
 

2 1/ be inca! I ectly calculated.
 

3
 D. The following discounts and ex tions shall be in effect: 

4 1. Exempt undeveloped, undisturbed ooerties.
 

5
 2. Exempt the undeveloped portion of open space properties. 

3. Exempt low income senior a handicapped sehold
 

7 II owners consistent with property taxes provided by state law.
 

8
 

6 

4. Discount to properties with owner-mai ained on-site 

9 II runoff cant I 01 I etention/ detention facilities. 

10 5. Charge county and state loads to help fund surface 

11 II water management costs but not capital pI ects. 

12 II BE IT FURTHER MOVED, 

13 The executive is requested to develop an expa public 

14 involvement program, inclUding education about surface water 

problems and information about the utility pI osal aimed at the 

~ public and interested community groups, for council consideration 

by August 30, 1984. 

18 BE IT FURTHER MOVED, 

19 The executive is requested to propose funding in the 1985 

20 utility "pre-implementation" budget to provide reSOUlces for t 

21 basin reconnaissance phase for the first half 1985 a 

22 additional resourceS for the pUblic involvement program. 

23 BE IT FURTHER MOVED, 

24 The utility stUdy team shall address issues and concerns 

25 raised by the council'S transportation and facilities committee 

26 as identified in Attaehment 8 and as may be furt I ide ifi by 

27 the committee. 

28 PASSED this ~../i ~ day of ~ .' 19-.!!.!: . 
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Service Area 

ncluc1es all unincorporated areas 
n Western King County 
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